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SUBJ: APPOINTMENT OF NEW MINISTER OF COMMERCE CONFIRMED 
REF: A. HONG KONG 10380; B. PEKING 2378 

1 . TANG KO, PRC MINISTER OF METALLURGICAL INDUSTRY, CONFIRMED 
TO WEST GERMAN EMBOFFS AT RECENT DINNER THAT YAO I-LIN HAS 
BEEN APPOINTED MINISTER OF COMMERCE, REPLACING WANG LEI 
WHO WAS REASSIGNED TO HIS FORMER POSITION AS VICE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE PEKING REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE IN THE PAST SEVERAL 
MONTHS. WANG'S DISMISSAL IS APPARENTLY DUE TO A DRINKING 
PROBLEM (REF B). 

2. AS REF A NOTED, YAO SERVED AS MINISTER OF COMMERCE FROM 
1960 TO 1967 AND WAS VICE MINISTER OF FOREIGN TRADE SINCE 
HIS REHABILITATION IN 1973. WOODCOCK 
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